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Stobrawa Valley

Introduction
S

tobrawski Landscape Park was established
in 1999 by Opole district governor. It covers
the area of 52,636.5 ha extending over twelve
municipalities: Dobrzeń Wielki, Dąbrowa, Kluczbork, Lasowice Wielkie, Lewin Brzeski, Lubsza,
Łubniany, Murów, Pokój, Popielów, Świerczów
and Wołczyn.
It is located in the basins of Stobrawa, Budkowiczanka, Bogacica, Brynica, and Smortawa Rivers.
In the south it borders the Odra and Nysa Kłodzka
Rivers. It is the river valleys where the most valuable natural fragments of the Park lie. These include the deciduous and riverine forests located
along the Odra, wet meadows and oxbow lakes
covered with aquatic and wetland vegetation. The
valleys of other rivers with their mosaic of meadows, fields, woodlands, shrubs and drainage canals are also valuable. These areas are, together
with a complex of fish ponds, a refuge for many
rare species of fauna (mostly birds) and flora.
The dominant plant community in the Park are
forests, with Pine forests covering the largest
area. The numerous 20 m high sand dunes are

covered with a suboceanic fresh coniferous forest while along the streams and in the former
peatlands small areas of a humid coniferous and
continental marshy coniferous forests prevail.
Although Pine tree monocultures cover a significant part of the Park, small fragments of old forest
stand reaching 200 years can be found. Deciduous forests are located mainly in the valleys of
Odra, Stobrawa and Smortawa Rivers. These are
predominantly transitional mid-european to subcontinental deciduous forests as well as riverine
forests: alder—ash, elm–ash and the very rare
and precious willow–poplar riverine forest. The
wet habitats of river valleys near Rybna, Popielów,
Zieleniec and Pieczyska are covered with bog alder forest while a fertile lowland beech forest can
be found near Lubsza. The aquatic habitats of the
Park are also very interesting. The most precious
and worth preserving are the habitats with water
caltrop and floating fern.
There have been 41 different species of protected plants and about 130 rare ones recorded in
the Park. The most interesting are the royal fern,
common sundew, mezereon, martagon lily, tiny
mousetail, Lindernia procumbens, 7 species of
orchids (i.e. common spotted orchid, violet helleborine) and aquatic vegetation. Thirteen different species are found on the “List of threatened
plants in Poland” and three of them (floating fern,
water caltrop and Lindernia procumbens) are
Attractions of Stobrawski Landscape Park
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Walking in the Park

Spring flooding become amphibians breeding site

also included on the Bern Convention strictly protected European flora species list.
The Park’s fauna is also very unique among the
other nature sites of Opole district. About 250
protected species of animals (including 165 bird
species) breed here, 47 of these are included in
the Polish Red Data Book of Animals and 18 are
near-threatened in the global species range. The
deciduous forests in the Odra and Nysa Kłodzka
River Valleys as well as those surrounding the
fishponds are very important for saving the richness of the Park’s fauna. It is where many species
of animals that become rare everywhere else can
still be found. These include the black and red
kites (the latter being the symbol of the Park),
lesser spotted eagle, middle spotted woodpecker,
collared and red-breasted flycatchers as well as
forest and edible dormouse.
The fish ponds became a refuge for a large number of water birds: great bittern, little crake, numerous duck species. With a bit of luck, one can
even spot white-tailed eagles hunting here. Black
storks, cranes, green sandpipers and tengmalm’s
owls nest in the forests of the Park. Elk can also be
found. The meadows between the flood embankments of Odra and Nysa Kłodzka Rivers are also
of a high value. Rare butterflies like large copper
and dusky large blue breed here. Swan mussels
and medicinal leeches can be found in the old river-beds together with numerous amphibians in-

cluding the fire-bellied toad. The valleys of smaller
rivers like Budkowiczanka or Smortawa are also
very interesting as they are home to otters, beavers and grey wagtails.
According to the Polish definition, the landscape
park is not only about protecting nature, but history and culture, too. The territory of the Stobrawski Landscape Park holds numerous relics of
previous ages. These are mediaeval settlements
hidden in the forests, remnants of strongholds,
old cemeteries, churches, roadside shrines or
even whole places of high historical importance
like Pokój or Karłowice.
All these elements make the Stobrawski Landscape Park an excellent place to be out in nature.
Its nature, history and culture can be admired on
foot, cycling, horse riding or kayaking. There are
over 200 km of marked tourist trails. This guidebook presents some of the sites worth visiting,
however, there are a lot more. The authors hope
that while on the way to the sites described, you
will discover many more equally picturesque and
fascinating nooks and crannies, sometimes more
hidden or forgotten but still worth knowing about.
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Spring in the deciduous forest
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1. Odra Valley
O

dra Valley inside the borders of the Stobrawski Landscape Park is a very picturesque
area, rich in natural as well as historical and cultural values. It has been qualified as one of the 12
most interesting marshland and peatland areas in
the whole Odra River Valley in Poland. Thanks to
the thousands of years of seasonal flooding, Odra
River has created a very specific ecosystem. The
mosaic of meadows, fields, oxbow lakes and forests has gained nature photographers’ attention.
It is also an excellent place for active recreation.
Whether walking, cycling, kayaking or fishing, all
visitors would surely enjoy their stay here.
The Odra Valley is rich in oxbow lakes. These are
the fragments of old river beds cut off from the
main current, typical to meandering lowland rivers. Many rare and protected plants representative to the Park i.e. water caltrop and floating fern
can be observed there. Other more common but
equally interesting plants can be found on the
surface of the water: white and yellow water lilies,
water soldier, common frogbit and different duckweed species. In May and June, the surrounding
meadows are filled with flowering ground-ivy,
cinquefoils, buttercups, dandelions and field sor-

Landscape of the Odra Valley

rel. At the same time the dominant grass species
blossoms - the meadow foxtail. It indicates the
humidity and fertility of the habitat.
The area of Odra Valley is one of the most precious areas for birds in the Opole district. It is a
part of “Oak-hornbeam Forests in the Odra Valley” Important Bird Area which means many Polish and European threatened bird species can
be found here. In spring you can hear the mating calls of black and red kites (the latter being
the symbol of the Park) or observe a corncrake,
hoopoe, grasshopper warbler and whinchat. In a
good year, the wet meadows host breeding common snipe, gadwall and shoveler as well as feeding white storks and marsh harriers.

Odra Valley is a paradise for dragonflies (Odonata)
GPS coordinates

Babi Loch area: N 50º 51’ 39,24” E 17 º 34’ 19,8”
Nowe Kolnie area: N 50º 51’ 48,51” E 17 º 35’ 38,23”
Stobrawa area: N 50º 50’ 35,45” E 17 º 37’ 27,84”
Attractions of Stobrawski Landscape Park
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common snowdrop, ramsons and ground-ivy.
Mature forest stands rich in dead trees are home
to many woodpeckers: greater, middle and lesser
spotted, green and grey-headed. The numerous
nest holes excavated by them are widely used by
many smaller birds like nuthatch, treecreeper and
short-toed treecreeper, starlings, tree sparrows,
tits as well as spotted, pied, collared and redbreasted flycatchers.

Flooding occurs in many places at spring time

The inter-embankment zone of Odra River is rich
in amphibian breeding sites. Oxbow lakes, canals,
river arms and shallow long lasting flooding areas
create stable conditions for the development of
amphibian larvae. Fire-bellied toads are worth
mentioning here, among other species, for they
become scarce today. Their monotonous and
mysterious hooting is clearly distinguished from
the frogs’ choir. Another distinctive species found
here is the moor frog whose males turn light blue
at mating time. Deciduous forests, especially the
riverine forest and bush, increase amphibian species diversity even further. The wet forest and
bush habitats are home to tree frogs. These small
amphibians are mostly arboreal. On warm nights
in spring you can hear the choir of mating tree
frog males. It sounds like a monotonous croak,
alternatively increasing and decreasing in volume,
surprisingly loud overall, as for such a small animal.
Forested areas along the Odra River are referred
to as the Oak-hornbeam Forests in the Odra Valley. They are especially rich in vegetation and this
is seen best in spring. The ground flora consists
of i.e. wood and yellow anemone, yellow star-ofbethlehem, unspotted lungwort, lesser celandine,

8
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In the Oak-hornbeam forest, next to the green
cycling trail, grows the oldest tree in the Park,
one of the oldest in the Opole district - the huge
“Klara” oak. The legend says the name of the tree
comes from the name of a girl unhappily in love
that threw herself into the Odra River just behind
the tree. Today, the river flows through a different
channel but the legend is still alive among the local community. Another interesting site connected to the history of the river valley are the ruins
of a duke’s castle located near Stare Kolnie, probably dating back to the 13th century.
The most interesting fragments of Odra valley in
the Stobrawski Landscape Park can be observed
while travelling from Popielewo, through Stare
Kolnie, Stobrawa, Nowe Kolnie up to Kościerzyce
(green walking trail runs there from Stare Kolnie).
While on this route, you can turn south in many
places, reach the river valley and admire its nature and landscapes.

Meadows in the Odra Valley

Many bird species can be observed in the Odra Valley

Common snowdrop is flowering early spring in
the riverine forests

As an effect of river regulation done
at the turn of the 18th and 19th
centuries the length of the Odra
River was shortened from 1020 km
to the current 860 km. If it wasn’t for
the elimination of the winding and
cutting-off the meanders the Odra
River would stand up, length wise, to
Poland’s longest River Wisła measuring 1047 km.
Attractions of Stobrawski Landscape Park
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The protected martagon lily grows in the deciduous forests
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The forests around Barucice present a natural character in many areas

2. Barucice Forests
D

eciduous forests, especially the riverine
ones, are some of the richest ecosystems in
Europe. In the Stobrawski Landscape Park, the
most valuable deciduous forests lie in the northwestern part of the Park, between Lubsza and
Barucice villages. Because of exceptional nature
qualities, this area has been included in the Natura 2000 European network of protected areas. All
of the Park’s nature reserves („Lubsza”, „Rogalice”,
„Leśna Woda” and „Barucice”) are located here
and this fact points at a high biological diversity of
these forests. Deciduous oak-hornbeam forests
cover the largest areas here. The dominant tree
species there are oak, lime and hornbeam. In the
sites saved from clear cuts in the past, there are
fragments of old forest stand now presenting a
natural character. Deciduous oak-hornbeam forest habitats are also a refuge for the characteristic forest fauna that includes many species of high
importance to the EU. These are the collared flycatcher, black and middle spotted woodpeckers.
The age-old deciduous trees (e.g. oak and lime)
are a habitat for rare species of beetles: the hermit and the great capricorn beetle. Their abundance in the area was one of the main factors for
creating the Natura 2000 protection site. Many
rare and protected plants can also be found here

like some of the orchids: common spotted orchid,
lesser butterfly-orchid and common twayblade.
Smortawa River is the axis of the whole area. Its
waters, cold even in summer, are inhabited by the
protected European brook lamprey. Its shores

Deciduous forest
GPS coordinates

N 50º 55’ 51,78” E 17 º 34’ 50,06”
Attractions of Stobrawski Landscape Park
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Smortawa River

The abundance of dead wood promotes high diversity of fungi
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Coral tooth fungus - a protected species

are covered with the rare riverine forests: willowpoplar and ash-alder. This area is particularly interesting and can be especially attractive to wildlife watchers. One should remember, however,
that in such precious nature areas it is particularly
important to only walk along the marked trails
and paths. Here, a yellow trail is available for tourists as well as a few nature pathways of the Brzeg
Forestry District located near the “Lubsza” nature
reserve and Rogalice village.

Observation bunker - the remnants
of WWII

Walking through the Barucice forest one can find the remnants of
a military training ground belonging to the Krupp factory located in
Jelcz-Laskowice during WWII. Four
bunkers survived in a good state
until today. They are located in a
straight line, 2 km from one another. Equipped with observation gaps,
they enabled the bunker’s crew a
detailed observation of missiles
shot from a distant rifle range
Attractions of Stobrawski Landscape Park
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A track in the Pine forest

Pine forests attract many amateurs of mushroom picking
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There are approx. 115 species of
pine trees in the world. Some of
them belong to the most long-living
plants on Earth. One example is the
North American Great Basin bristlecone pine (Pinus longaeva). Its oldest specimens have been recorded
to have lived over 5000 years.

3. Pine forests
80

% of the Stobrawski Landscape Park area
is covered with forests, mainly pine forests.
The dominant tree species is pine but other species like spruce, birch, oak and beech can also be
found. The ground flora is rich in mosses, lichens,
bilberries and cowberries, sometimes also ferns
as well as heather flowering in the autumn. With a
bit of luck one can encounter a slow worm, a protected, legless lizard. It is less agile than other lizards and therefore hunts mainly snails and earthworms and is completely harmless to humans.
Pine forests are usually well known by everyone
enjoying mushroom or berry picking but their
meaning and influence on people is much broader. Coniferous forests are clean and very picturesque. At summertime they provide the soothing
shade, while in winter they are evergreen, fragrant
and create a christmas atmosphere that we expose ourselves to as early as November. We generally receive them positively and this is not just
a subjective feeling but a proven scientific fact.
Pine trees create a special therapeutic microclimate and many doctors advise visiting such areas
to people with respiratory system dysfunctions.
The healthy climate pine trees create is especially
beneficial for upper respiratory tract. Therefore,

Pine forest growing on a sand dune

pine forests are an excellent place for asthmatics and people with lung and bronchi disease. The
volatiles produced in the unique environment
of these forests have disinfectant properties.
Furthermore, they tone the nervous system and
lower the blood pressure.
These unique therapeutic qualities of a pine have
been proven scientifically and known for a long
time. They were one of the reasons for creating
a health resort in the village of Pokój, now in the
heart of the Park, back in the 19th century It was
famous not only for the microclimate connected
to pine trees, but for the production of an essential oil made of pine needles that used to be exported from here to many different countries. Today, the most interesting fragments of pine forest
can be observed along the red (the whole length)
and blue (starting from Dąbrówka Łubniańska)
walking trails.

Large white-moss - a protected species
GPS coordinates

Dąbrówka Łubniańska area: N 50º 48’ 11,63” E 17 º 59’ 13,5”
Ładza area: N 50º 50’ 42,7” E 17 º 53’ 17,66”
Zagwiździe area: N 50º 52’ 50,17” E 17 º 57’ 54,51”
Attractions of Stobrawski Landscape Park
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Non-intensive fisheries management favours high natural qualities of the ponds
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Ponds near Winna Góra

4. Fish ponds
T

here are numerous complexes of fish ponds
located in the Stobrawski Landscape Park.
The largest and best known ones lie near Pokój,
Krzywa Góra, Święciny, Krogulna or Siedlice. The
fishponds, apart from being an important element of the landscape, are the refuge for many
species of plants and animals associated with
aquatic habitats. Their main purpose is farming
fish. However, because of the disappearance of
natural wetlands and degradation of lakes, their
role as a refuge for endangered fauna and flora
becomes increasingly important. Fish ponds are
a mosaic of many different habitats that have
one thing in common, the abundance of water.
Each of these habitats have particular species
connected with them. Furthermore, the ponds
themselves change during the year according to
the seasons because of the fishery management,
thus providing favourable conditions for different
species of plants and animals at different times.
Therefore, the fish ponds so rich in species, are
very attractive sites for wildlife watchers.
The most prominent group of animals observed
in the ponds are birds. They appear in such areas
for various reasons - some for breeding, other use
them as hunting grounds while nesting near. Oth-

er species visit here to rest during migration or
just take shelter during the moulting. In the early
spring one can see the marsh harriers lekking and
nest building as well as try to spot a great bittern,
an unusual species of heron whose characteristic
booming can be heard in the reeds. This call is
so loud that can be heard even a few kilometres
away. Other species nesting in the ponds include
the little and great crested grebes, mute swan,
mallard, gadwall, garganey, tufted duck, pochard,
coot, moorhen, water rail, kingfisher and sand
martin. Reed and great reed warblers as well as
savi’s, sedge and marsh warblers or reed buntings
sing in the reeds. White-tailed eagle, black stork
and osprey appear over the ponds (the latter in
spring and late summer). Each year in autumn
and sometimes also in May the ponds are emptied of water. The exposed bottom of the ponds
attract water and marshland birds searching for
food or shelter. These are mainly waders such as
sandpipers (green, wood, common), redshanks,
greenshanks, ruffs, plovers, snipe and lapwings.
These birds search for food in the mud and silt
at the edges of water reservoirs. The long beaks
and legs enable many of them to wade in shallow
water in search for invertebrates in the silt. In the
autumn the ponds are visited by large numbers

GPS coordinates

Krzywa Góra area: N 50º 52’ 32,43” E 17 º 48’ 11,89”
Pokój/Winna Góra area: N 50º 52’ 41,98” E 17 º 51’ 28,5”
Krogulna area: N 50º 55’ 49,35” E 17 º 47’ 35,08”
Kuźnica Dąbrowska area: N 50º 58’ 24,41” E 17 º 49’ 46,6”
Attractions of Stobrawski Landscape Park
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Great white egret — one of the most beautiful birds observed at the ponds

of grey herons and increasingly common great white
egrets that used to be quite
rare until recently.

Evidence of beaver activity
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Many amphibians also
breed here. These include
the fire-bellied toads giving
themselves away with their
serene tooting. Another
resident is the grass snake,
a good swimmer. One can
recognise him by the bright
yellow patches on the back
of the head. They can grow
over 1 m long. Grass snakes
feed mainly on frogs. On the
other hand, they become
food for storks and herons.
They are almost defenceless as their only protection
is excreting a smelling substance. A careful naturalist
would additionally find evidence of beaver and otter

Water reservoirs are an excellent place for wildlife watching

activity near such water reservoirs. Fish ponds are
also rich in protected plant species that are otherwise known from the Odra River Valley i.e. water
caltrop and floating fern. One of the rarest plants
in the Park, Lindernia procumbens, has also been
recorded here. If the conditions are right it grows
in the drying bottoms of emptied ponds. All of
the above make fish ponds an excellent place for
nature watching. One should remember, though,
that most of them are privately owned and entering requires the owner’s permission.

The bottoms of emptied ponds are
often used as feeding grounds by birds

They used to keep fish in the ponds without any
control of quantity and species composition,
therefore there have been both young and adult
specimens in the same pond. The fishery management was primitive and fish would reach the size
for consumption after 5–7 years. It was as late as
19th century when Tomasz Dubisz, a Slovak by
origin, based in Landek in the Cieszyn Silesia, had
worked out a replacement system in the farming
of carp. The breeding material was selected and young one year old fish were
removed to separate ponds. This technology has shortened the farming cycle
to 2–3 years.
Attractions of Stobrawski Landscape Park
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Sand dunes in the Dąbrówka Łubniańska area

Pine forest growing on
sand dunes
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The highest sand dunes in Poland
are located in the Słowiński National
Park. They can reach even 45 m
height! Their speed of moving is also
impressive - even 10 m a year, which
is an overwhelming speed in geological terms. Because of the unusual
character of that place, it was used
to record a few scenes in the “In
Desert and Wilderness” movie, well
known among Polish.

5. Sand dunes
T

he largest dune area in the Opole district is
the forested zone in the basin of Stobrawa
and Mała Panew in the Opole Plain. There are
several hundreds of morphologically diverse sand
dunes reaching 20 m height. Many of them are
located in the Stobrawski Landscape Park. They
were formed at the turn of the glacial and the
postglacial periods 14,000 to 10,000 years ago.
The main force behind their development were
winds carrying postglacial sand material over the
bare grounds and depositing it at various obstacles like boulders, shrubs or hills. This way, within
time the simple forms of dunes were formed.
Their cross section reveals the gentle slope windward and the steep one leeward. At a later stage
the sand dunes were slowly covered with vegetation and thus immobilised, which is the form we
can observe them in, today.

Sand dunes in the Karłowice area

the conditions are far different, especially in the
wind-blown trough or land depressions. Water
accumulates in such places and hygrophilous
flora such as bog pine forest or peat bogs form.
This is where you can find many rare and protected plant species i.e. northern bilberry, cranberry, labrador tea, common cottongrass or even
common sundew. The bare dunes visible on the
photographs are most often the result of human
activity, extracting the sand. Because of that one
can feel here like at the Baltic coast. Such places can be found at the blue walking trail in the
Dąbrówka Łubniańska area as well as south-west
of Karłowice, on the yellow trail.

The presence of sand dunes creates very diverse
habitat conditions and causes an increase of the
number of species, especially plants growing in
such areas. The summits have poorly developed
soils, very low ground water level but a lot of
light and thus are favoured by light-loving pines.
However, quite near, at the foot of the dunes

The characteristic inflorescence of cottongrass
GPS coordinates

Dąbrówka Łubniańska: N 50º 48’ 10,51” E 18 º 0’ 14,16”
Karłowice: N 50º 51’ 18,59” E 17 º 41’ 49,45”
Attractions of Stobrawski Landscape Park
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A kingfisher looking out for prey - small fish

Many species of dragonflies
can be found near the water
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Water caltrop is a plant that was farmed for
food in Europe as early as 6 thousand years ago.
One could still buy it at a local market some 150
years ago. Its nuts are described as very tasty
and nutritious. They were mostly eaten cooked,
while milled were used as flour. It is still farmed
and eaten today in India and China. Moreover, in
the days when people walked barefoot, its spiky
dry nuts were scattered around buildings as a
protection against thieves.

Attractions of Stobrawski Landscape Park

An ecological site, the Goose pond

6. Goose pond
T

here are 8 different ecological sites located in
the Stobrawski Landscape Park. According to
the definition of this form of nature protection in
Poland, these are any remnants of natural ecosystems that are important for maintaining the biological diversity. It can be a small water reservoir,
a field or forest pond, clump of trees and shrubs,
a peat bog, fen or cliff. One of the best known ecological sites in the Park is the Goose pond, a picturesque old river bed of Odra with the adjacent
marshes next to the flood embankment south of
Wielopole. Plants possible to see here include the
water caltrop, floating fern, yellow and white water lilies. Animals are represented by swan mussel, grass snake and numerous amphibians and
dragonflies (Odonata). Many species of fish can
also be found. One of the most interesting is the
European bitterling. It is a small fish of the carp
family, protected by law in Poland. Its exceptionality comes from the breeding system. The female
deposits her eggs inside freshwater mussels. The
eggs develop and hatch within the mussel and
young fish remain protected inside for as long as
two weeks after hatching. Therefore the presence
of bitterling is strongly connected with the one
of the swan mussel. Growing atop the flood em-

bankment of Odra near the Goose pond is the autumn crocus, flowering in September. This plant
is highly poisonous to humans, cattle and horses
but harmless to sheep and goats. However, the
milk of sheep and goats that fed on it becomes
toxic to us. With a bit of luck one can also spot
a red kite - the symbol of the Park or a black kite
hunting over the Goose pond. These birds of prey
are typical to river valleys.

Water caltrop

GPS coordinates

N 50º 47’ 47,03” E 17 º 43’ 45,47”
Attractions of Stobrawski Landscape Park
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One of the 400 years old oak trees

The hermit beetle
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The originator of the term “Monument of
nature” was a great geographer, explorer
and naturalist, Alexander von Humboldt.
He travelled to Venezuela in the years
1799–1804 and used this term to describe
the oldest and largest tree of that country. The accuracy of this association has
been recognised in the whole world. The
first law protecting old trees was issued
in 1423 by the king Władysław Jagiełło.
Nowadays, there are over 36 thousand
monuments of nature in Poland.

The monumental oak trees form a picturesque alley here

7. Monumental oak trees
T

here are over 50 trees protected as Monuments of nature in the Stobrawski Landscape
Park. Most of them are oak, sometimes also
beech, elm, lime or pine trees, all very old and
grand. Some places where the trees form alleys
are especially picturesque. One of them is located near the road between Nowa Bogacica and
Zameczek. It is formed by 9 majestic pedunculate
oaks aged between 300 and 400 years, circumference of 460 to 650 cm and up to 25 m high. Some
of them are hollow inside and their large size allows to get inside the trunk. Such old trees, apart
from indisputable landscape values, are also an
important shelter for many species of animals.
Their nest holes are a perfect hiding place for
bats while larvae of protected beetles such as the
great capricorn beetle, stag or the hermit beetle
develop in their wood.

terestingly, according to the Polish nature conservation act, it is not just trees that can hold this
name but springs, waterfalls, rising springs, rocks,
ravines, erratics and caves, too. Any object protected this way should be marked with a plate
“Monument of nature” with the emblem of Poland. The decision to recognise a given object as
a Monument of nature is taken by the local governor or the commune council.

A careful observer would notice that part of the
road here runs on an evident dike, much higher
than the surrounding ground. This fact seems to
have no meaning now as the area is quite dry but
some of the sources say that there were ponds
located east of here and this dike was their embankment. The oaks, now the monuments of
nature, must have been planted at that time. In-

Common noctule

GPS coordinates

N 50º 55’ 6,79” E 18 º 5’ 55,68”
Attractions of Stobrawski Landscape Park
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Stairs leading to the St. Roch’s figure

Rhododendrons with the parish
church in the background

26

Attractions of Stobrawski Landscape Park

In the Botanic Garden in Zagwiździe,
surrounded by beech trees, there is a
mysterious circle called a chakra. According to some oral transmissions, this place
has extraordinary power that fills anyone
near it with a positive force and energy.

8. Botanical garden

Garden sculptures

in Zagwiździe

T

he beginnings of a Parish Botanical Garden in
Zagwiździe reach the twenties of the previous
century. The initiator was the then rector of the
parish Rev. Franciszek Ogórek. He was also the
builder of the local church. According to the old
parish notes this area was not good enough for
a lawn and therefore a valley for the stream and
a pond for gold fish were formed. Later the paths
were also created, as well as fountains and water
drawing sites. A pergola was built to diversify the
main path leading to the arbour. Several dozens
of plant species such as the beautiful characteristic
rhododendrons and alpine vegetation in the lime
rock garden were planted. Today, the garden still
impresses visitors with its beauty, although, there
is no fountain or gold fish anymore. The former
water drawing sites connected with canals and
pipes are being worked upon now to restore their
former splendour. The garden has been systematically cleaned and made more beautiful with new
greenery planted by a group of parishioners. The
beauty and exceptionality of this place has been
appreciated not only in Zagwiździe but the whole
district, too. The garden has been awarded and

recognised as the best village revitalisation project
in the 2007 Beautiful Opole Countryside contest
(Polish: Piękna Wieś Opolska) and in 2009 - as the
most beautiful recreation site in the “Opole Flowering” contest (Polish: Opolskie Kwitnące). Many
different projects and initiatives such as “Botanical
Garden - a source of vitality”, “Holiday in the Botanical Garden in Zagwiździe”, “Creepers and herbs
of the Zagwiździe Garden” or “Opole Meadow” are
run here. You can reach the Garden following the
red tourist trail. More information, news, events,
etc., can be found at the website of the Parish of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus in Zagwiździe or the local
authorities website www.zagwizdzie.pl.

A fragment of the chakra

GPS coordinates

N 50º 52’ 28,57” E 17 º 58’ 29,74”
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Location of Stobrawski Landscape Park attractions
(numbers relate to the chapters here)

LEGEND:
Tourist trails
Nature reserves
Park borders
Towns and villages
The Headquarters of the
Stobrawski Landscape Park
Location of the attraction
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The building of a former forge, driving wheel of the cutter in the foreground
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Fragment of an exhibition in the Regional Museum Hall

9. Iron foundry in Zagwiździe
B

ack in the years 1754–1755 the king of Prussia Frederick the Great had personally given
orders to start up the iron foundry in Zagwiździe,
named Creutzbergerhutte at the time according
to the original notes. Slowly, the whole complex
of foundries was started to supply the Prussian
armaments industry. Iron was needed for its operations in the first place. Here, it was extracted
from the bog iron ore. This sedimentary rock with
low iron content forms in the bogs and fens. It
has been smelted in primitive furnaces as early
as 3rd century BC. In the Stobrawski Landscape
Park one can still find it in the walls of the houses
where it was used for ventilation and even as a
lightning conductor back in the middle ages. Because the ironworks were created in the middle of
a vast forest where workforce was lacking, it was
decided in 1754 to create a settlement named
Fredrichstal. Local people started calling it with
the former name of a local Budkowiczanka River
- Zegwizd, a name used back in 1309. In 1830 the
Polish name Szegwisz is mentioned along with
the Friedrichstal. It becomes Segwiźdź in 1845, a
small step away from the today’s Zagwiździe.

It wasn’t so long ago when parts of the ironworks
were still operating. A cast-iron foundry was
based here. A so called hammer forge (former
Karlshutte), closed back in 1955, had stood ruined

Fragments of the bog iron ore
visible in the wall of the building

GPS coordinates

N 50º 55’ 6,79” E 18 º 5’ 55,68”
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Water retention reservoir created on the Budkowiczanka River
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The inside of a hammer forge

until the mid-80s of the last century when a group
of enthusiasts from Zagwiździe took initiative. The
foundry was restored thanks to the Social Committee for the Reconstruction of Monuments. It is
thanks to them that we can now admire the whole
complex of the 18th century industrial architec-

ture. One of the attractions is the Regional Museum Hall exhibiting the old objects connected with
the town and the foundry. While visiting here, it
is also worth seeing the nearby parish botanical
garden, also described in this guidebook.

The deposits of bog iron ore can recreate very
quickly given favourable conditions. Sometimes
10 years are enough to start extracting it again.
This is an unusual phenomenon unheard of in
case of any other fossil fuels such as coal or
crude oil whose current deposits formed over
millions of years.

Attractions of Stobrawski Landscape Park

33

The Evangelical Church in Pokój
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Pokój seen from a bird’s eye view

10. Pokój
T

he village of Pokój lying in the heart of the Stobrawski Landscape Park is a place where historical, cultural and natural qualities intertwine.
Located near the main road from Opole to Namysłów, it was founded in 1748 by Carl Christian Erdmann, the duke of Württemberg-Oels. Originally
there were only a game reserve and a wooden
hunting lodge located here. The place expanded
after a major fire of the main residence. It was modelled upon the fashionable town of Karlsruhe in
the state of Baden-Württemberg. The village even
took on the name Carlsruhe that was used until
1945. A palace was built in the centre of the town
with 8 major avenues diverging radially around it.
Between them, the architect Georg Wilhelm Schirrmeister had designed the farm buildings along
the two circles. The palace, unfortunately, has not
survived to our times but that interesting urban
layout remained. The centre of Pokój is formed by
a star-shaped roundabout which is the only one
of this kind in Poland and the second largest in
Europe. Nearby is an evangelical church, the first
in Silesia, built in 1765–1775 that together with
the rectory and a cemetery still exist until today.
At the cemetery, there is an interesting neoclassical tombstone of the forest inspector Henryk von
Burgsdorf who died in 1806. It represents a real

size woman leaning against a pedestal with the
urn. This monument is now the most precious
19th century cemetery piece of art in the Upper
Silesia.
There was also a park created together with
the building of the town. It consists of the main
French garden and the more distant English style
park set up in 1780–1790. At the beginning of the
garden there was a courtyard and a side building,
part of which was used as an orangery and a greenhouse. At the extension of the courtyard there were flower beds decorated with statues and
further away a large Japanese umbrella, a bowling
area and a swimming pool. Next was an entertainment part with a swing, a carousel, a shooting
range, a maze and a theatre. The crowning of the
French garden was a water lounge located on an
island and named the tea house. However, this

A fragment of a statue of
Diana, the goddess of hunting

GPS coordinates

N 50º 54’ 9,64” E 17 º 50’ 17,33”
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Neoclassical tombstone of Henryk von Burgsdorf - the forest inspector

building collapsed soon after it was erected and
has been known as “the ruin” ever since. Nowadays, apart from the ruins of the “tea lounge” we
can also see a huge erratic boulder once decorated with the medallion of Princess Matilda as well
as sculptures of Diana, Apollo and Venus.
The more recent English park was located between the “tea house” and the ponds. The central point here was a statue of a sleeping lion dating back
to 1863 that exists until today. It symbolises the

Artificial ruins near Winna Góra
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time of peace that prevailed in Europe after the
victory over the Napoleon’s army. The architect of
that statue was a renown sculptor Theodor Kalide.
Nearby is the oldest american eastern white pine
tree in Poland, a monument of nature, approximately 220 years old. On one of the hills there
was a vineyard for which they had imported over
21 thousand of vine seedlings. Other structures
built there at the time include a gardener’s house,
a wine press, a greenhouse and many other buil-

The oldest American eastern white pine in Poland - a monument of nature

dings like the Swedish palace, the castle at Winna
Góra, a lantern, a harbour, an aviary, temples and
statues. Several ponds with many functions were
also created. They were used for kayaking and
gondola cruises but also served for farming carp
and provided employment to locals. South from
Winna Góra, next to the main road from Opole
to Namysłów, there was one of the most characteristic buildings of the Park - the Temple of Matilda. It was built in 1827 for the prince Eugene
wishing to commemorate his wife who died aged
25 and their son Wilhelm that died the day after
his mother. Visiting here, it is worth to try and find
a rotunda with a tunnel named “Elysium” hidden
in the dense vegetation. In front of the rotunda
there was a painting (on the wall that still exists
today) depicting the homeland of Helena, Prince
Eugene’s wife, apparently put there to reduce her
homesickness.
Pokój used to be one of the best known health resorts in Silesia back in the 18th century, it was also
an important cultural centre of the region. One of
the spectacular events that took place here was a
visit by a renown composer Carl Maria von Weber
back in 1806. The remainders of the town’s splendour that you can still see today surely make this
place worth knowing.

Statue of Minerva

Nanny Schultz, the great grandmother of Uma Thurman, an actress known from movies like Pulp
Fiction or Kill Bill was born in Pokój
(Carlsruhe at the time) in 1860.
Attractions of Stobrawski Landscape Park
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Entrance to the castle
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A 14th century gothic castle

11. Karłowice
K

arłowice belong to some of the most interesting places in the Stobrawski Landscape Park.
The first mention of this village dates back to 1344.
It was named Kartzendorf and owned by Czambor
de Kartzendorf. At first a typical one street settlement, it grew up to several roads within time.
A single characteristic building from these days
that remained until today is the castle, one of the
best preserved gothic castles in the Opole district.
It was erected in the mid 14th century by the von
Tschammer family. Located on a small hill on the
bank of the Stobrawa River it was designed upon
the projection of an irregular trapezoid. It consisted of tall walls and a living house. At the western gate there was a cylindrical tower, the main
defensive element. Its walls that are 2.5 m thick
at the ground level testify to this. The whole setting was surrounded by a moat filled with water.
It has been owned and reconstructed by several
different owners during its history. Nevertheless
it has survived in a very good shape until today.
The gothic circuit of walls reaching 6 m with adjacent modern buildings is still visible. The most
precious part of the originally gothic stronghold
is the 14th century cylindrical tower topped with
a conical roof, dominating over the whole setting.

Its crowning with hemispherical windows dates
back to the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries.
Built in the 16th century it is now 25 m high. Other
parts worth mentioning are the semicircular gate
leading to the court and a baroque chapel with
a vaulted ceiling with lunettes. Currently the castle is off limits and you can only view it from the
outside, however, there are plans to restore and
open it for public.
Another characteristic building in Karłowice is the
St. Michael the Archangel Parish Church dating
back to 1500. Its current neo-gothic style comes
from the rebuilding at the end of the 19th century.
The only original parts are the main and the two
side altars. Nearby, one can find the remnants of
an evangelical cemetery.
Writing about Karłowice one mustn’t forget the
talented scientist-beekeeper Rev. Jan Dzierżon
named the “Copernicus of the beehive”. Jan
Dzierżon (1811–1906) was born in Kluczbork
County, in a family of a Polish serf. Having finished
the theological studies in 1835 he became a rector here and settled in Karłowice. He was especially renown for his edifying sermons. At funerals or weddings, in a popular way he could reach

GPS coordinates

N 50º 52’ 29,56” E 17 º 42’ 41,9”
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Monumental oak trees along the road from Karłowice to Kuźnica Katowska

even the nonbelievers. He was the first person
here to introduce the farming of lupine on the
sandy soils around Karłowice and was soon followed by many. However, his world fame came
from beekeeping. He studied the behaviour and
anatomy of bees and it became his lifetime passion. He was the author of several valuable scientific papers on beekeeping, the constructor of a
hive with moving honeycombs and the discoverer
of parthenogenesis in bees. It was the latter discovery that brought him the world fame. Near the
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church described earlier, at the Kościelna 7 street
you can see the Rev. Jan Dzierżon’s house from
1864. There are also two information boards,
a german one from 1925 and a new polish one.
Leaving Karłowice towards Kuźnica Katowska one
can admire the old oak trees growing next to the
road, all monuments of nature, some of the most
impressive in the whole Stobrawski Landscape
Park. You can reach Karłowice by following the
green tourist trail.

St. Michael the Archangel Parish Church

The house of Rev. Jan Dzierżon

Not far from Karłowice is a forgotten small hamlet
Wapienniki. Its Polish name comes from lime rock and
is connected to the chalky clay and marly limestone
outcrop in this area. It is a geological curiosity as these
outcrops are 25 km north from the main range of these
rocks in the Opole district.
Attractions of Stobrawski Landscape Park
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Studzionka
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12. Studzionka
T

he story says that in the 18th century some Simon Soppa from Masowo, having drunk water
from a local spring, was healed from diseases and
conditions that affected him. Soon, other people
in need started visiting here in hope for healing.
Crosses and pictures were hang in the nearby
trees in thankfulness. Many other cases of miraculous healing made the local community wish
for a small chapel to the Virgin Mary here. The
idea was opposed by a local forester. However,
he changed his mind when, after a difficult illness,
he lost his sight and as none of the doctors could
help him, he was finally healed having drunk water from this very spring. The place, called Studzionka within time, was taken care of by the Soppa
family and since 1998 by the parish in Łubniany.
The chapel with the well was renovated and the
area around tidied up. Some people say that this
place is exactly where bioenergetic streams cross
and hence the positive aura of this place. It is also
worth to take a look at a scheme drawn on the
side of the chapel. It proves that it is located exactly at the intersection of lines joining the nearest churches. The place is still visited by pilgrims
from Silesia nowadays. Various services and concerts take place here. Studzionka is located north

The road to Studzionka

of the Dąbrówka Łubniańska village, next to the
blue walking trail. The way here leads through the
beautiful pine forest and a partly exposed sand
dune described earlier in this book.

Water is essential for living and is
contained within all living organisms. It constitutes ca. 60% of our
own bodies. However, its abundance
may sometimes be surprising. Water
melon, cucumber, tomato, strawberries or lettuce can contain more
than 90% water (milk has 88% water), therefore one could say “I will
drink a tomato” and it wouldn’t be
far from truth.

GPS coordinates

N 50º 48’ 9,48” E 18 º 0’ 1,73”
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The settlement in Krzywa Góra with a hill,
moat and a protective embankment visible

Common polypody growing on
the slopes of the old rampart
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Mediaeval settlements and their remnants are often being examined using
the aerial archeology. It is based on
searching and examining of archeological sites using aerial photographs. Many
objects of human former activity that
are not visible at the ground level anymore reveal their shape and structure
from the “bird’s eye view”.

The settlement in Murów with a moat filled with water

13. Mediaeval settlements
V

arious signs of mediaeval colonisation such as
settlements and their remnants can be found
in the Stobrawski Landscape Park. The best preserved ones are located near Krzywa Góra and
Murów villages. The first one is a 100 m long and
80 m wide oval, a 13th century old Slavic rampart.
It was surrounded by an embankment, double
from the northeastern and southwestern sides.
It encircles a hill with steep slopes coming down
into the moat surrounding it. Nowadays the moat
is deformed in a few places but the embankment
survived very well until today. At the western side
there is still a gap visible, framed with a couple
of dikes protecting the gate once located there.
Nearby is the Budkowiczanka River that gave people an additional protection in the form of flooding and marshes. Furthermore, the river used
to serve as a waterway for boats. It also provided
food such as fish so this location of a settlement
was not incidental but very beneficial. A confirmation of this fact is the second settlement near
Murów, also near the Budkowiczanka River (both
settlements are 7 km apart). It is quite a large hill,
a former mediaeval settlement from 13th - 14th
century. Archeological research conducted here
has shown it had been used intensively and for

a long time. On the slopes of that settlement one
can find the protected common polypody growing. Its roots were used in the folk medicine to
cure tuberculosis. This hill is also surrounded by
a moat filled with water. Inside grows the water
violet, an interesting aquatic plant with characteristic flowers.

This is how settlements could look like in
mediaeval times
GPS coordinates

Krzywa Góra: N 50º 52’ 6,41” E 17 º 51’ 27,48”
Murów: N 50º 52’ 13,34” E 17 º 57’ 21,62”
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Places to stay in the SLP
Pokój commune
Buffalo Ranch
Dąbrówka Dolna, ul. Święcińska 49
46-034 Pokój
tel. 77 427 60 00, 604 568 671
www.buffaloranch.com.pl
Motel „Zajazd pod Borem”
ul. Namysłowska 28
46-034 Pokój
tel. 77 469 30 94
Indian Village Hocioka
Dąbrówka Dolana, ul. Święcińska
49 46-034 Pokój
tel. 601 491 765
www.indianieopole.pl
Popielów commune
Agrotourism „Lewandówka” J. R. Gorek
Stare Kolnie, ul. Zawadzkiego 1
tel. 77 469 25 98, 606 151 256
www.lewandowka.org
Popielanka Restaurant
ul. Dworcowa 27
46-090 Popielów
tel. 77 469 20 19, 694 714 721
www.popielanka.pl
Guest farm of M. F. Sobota
Popielów, ul. Dworcowa 53
tel.77 42 757 60, 669 166 242
Murów commune
„Chata w lesie”
Kęszyce 7, 46-030 Murów
tel. 77 455 93 74, 601 475 554
www.chatawlesie.pl
„Zacisze leśne u Huberta”
Kęszyce 3, 46-030 Murów
tel. 77 546 71 08, 603 799 351
www.zacisze-lesne.pl
Agrotourist farm of J.G. Kania
Stare Budkowice/Grzęda
ul. Zagwiździańska 29,
46-030 Murów
tel. 77 421 00 80
Hotel & restaurant „U Enzo”
Murów, ul. Wolności 17b
tel. 77 421 41 70
www.enzo.opole.pl
Świerczów commune
Stud farm Z.Sobecki
Przygorzele 7, 46-112 Świerczów
tel. 77 419 61 71
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Łubniany commune
Hotel „Berpol” – Brynica
ul. Kwiatowa 2, 46-024 Brynica
tel. 77 427 05 15, 696 449 993
www.berpol.pl
Agrotourist and stud farm „Kalinówka”
ul. Szkolna 13, 46-024 Dąbrówka Łubniańska,
Łubniany tel. 668 193 622, 728 994 365
www.kalinowka.pl
Horse riding tourism „Kawalkada”
Kobylno ul. Wiejska 53
tel. 518 972 481
www.kawalkada.org
Agrotourist farm „Agrorelaks”
ul. Leśna 12, 46-024 Brynica,
tel. 77 421 56 48, 600 336 437
www.agrorelaks.com.pl
Lubsza commune
Babskie Ranczo. Horse riding lessons for ladies.
Śmiechowice 16, 49-314 Lubsza
tel. 77 411 96 21, 607 887 630
www.babskieranczo.pl
Sielska Woda
Commercial fishing and cottage huts for rent.
The place is located between Lubsza
and Dobrzyń villages.
tel. 512 087 555
Kluczbork commune
Hotel & restaurant „Nad Stawem”
Bogacica, pl. Targowy 1
tel. 77 414 86 67
www.nadstawem.feldman-restaurants.pl
Zagroda Leśna nad Stobrawą J. S. K. Kochalscy
Chocianowice 335, 46-280 Lasowice Wielkie
tel. 604 808 271, 694 578 744
www.zagroda-lesna-nad-stobrawa.strefa.pl
Brzeg
Museum of the Silesian Piast Dynasty
Plac Zamkowy 1, 49-300 Brzeg
tel. 77 401 91 00
www.zamek.brzeg.pl
Hotel Arte
Plac Zamkowy 8, 49-300 Brzeg
tel.77 424 02 90, 77 404 74 90
www.hotelarte.pl
„Villa Romeo”
ul. Łokietka 26, 49-300 Brzeg
tel. 77 416 13 86, 508 259 324
hotel-romeo.pl
Hotel Piast
ul. Piastowska 14, 49-300 Brzeg
tel.77 416 20 27, 77 416 20 28
www.piast.strefa.pl
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Opole Landscape Park Complex

Góra Św. Anny division
ul. Leśnicka 10
47-154 Góra św. Anny
tel./fax 77 461-50-74
e-mail: gsa@zopk.pl

Ładza division
Ładza, ul. Reymonta 3
46-034 Pokój
tel./fax 77 469-35-50
e-mail: spk@zopk.pl

Pokrzywna division
Pokrzywna 11
48-267 Jarnołtówek
tel./fax 77 439-75-48
e-mail: go@zopk.pl

